Small Group Facilitator’s Guide

March 21, 2010
Prior to this week’s meeting

PREPARE your heart.  Read through Acts 5:1-16, asking God to speak to your heart from His word and to prepare you to minister to others in your small group this week. 

PRAY for each person in your small group by name. Ask God to help them to dig into His Word this week and to come prepared to share what the Holy Spirit has spoken to them this week!

PREVIEW the Facilitators Guide.  Be prepared to lead the way in honesty and vulnerability on the application questions! Remember to leave time for the “WHAT NOW” question at the end!
Announcements (share those applicable to your group)

Outreach Opportunities:

Baptism

If anyone in your group is interested in being baptized, have them contact Bev Matlick at bmatlick@community-covenant.org or 967-2671 x0 
Tenebrae Service April 2nd at 7pm at Living Faith Center.
Walk through the events of Jesus' last day and crucifixion, ending in a moment of silence and darkness.  We encourage Community Groups to attend the worship service together as it will allow you to more fully appreciation the celebration of the resurrection on Easter Sunday.  
Community Health Empowerment Seminar

On April 24th, from 9am-1pm, we will be holding a vision seminar to introduce principles of community development.  Lulama and Mluleki from Bridges of Hope South Africa will be joining us to share about their experiences and help lead some of our breakout sessions.  To sign-up, contact Denise (dbogard@community-covenant.org) and Kirsten (kburdick@community-covenant.org).  


SMALL GROUP MEETING GUIDE   03/21/2010
Goal: To help each other live honestly with God, each other, and ourselves.
I. WELCOME: 

Option 1: Share about the first time you remember lying to your parents (or if you’re a parent, the first time you caught your child lying to you).  How strong was your parent’s (or your) response?

Option 2: When you find out you have been deceived by someone you trusted, what do you do?

II. WHY?

We meet together to help each other live in Awe of God! 

Read: The text from “The Message” on the back of this sheet.

III. WORSHIP: 
Read: Psalm 146. Sing and praise God from your heart!

IV. WORD: 
Ask: What questions did you have from the text?

Read: Acts 4:36-5:4. Ask: How was Barnabas’ offering different from Ananias and Sapphira’s?

Read: Acts 5:5-11? Ask: What was Ananias and Sapphira’s sin?

Read: 1 John 2:16. Ask: Which of these three categories of sin did their sin fit in?  Ask: How is pride at the root of much sin?

Read: Acts 5:12-16. Ask: What were the blessings of spiritual authenticity?

Separate Women and Men for sharing/prayer 
Ask: How are you guilty of the sin of Ananias and Sapphira…in other words, what needs to be unmasked in your life?

Ask:  Do you have a holy fear of God? Why or why not?

Enter into a time of confession and prayer together.
V. WHAT NOW? 
Ask: Choose three people you want to pray for on a regular basis that do not yet know Jesus?  Pray for them by name right now!
