Small Group Facilitator’s Guide   June 27, 2010
Prior to this week’s meeting

· PREPARE your heart.  Read through Acts 14 asking God to speak to your heart from His word and to prepare you to minister to others in your small group this week. 

· PRAY for each person in your small group by name. Ask God to help them to dig into His Word this week and to come prepared to share what the Holy Spirit has spoken to them this week!

· PREVIEW the Facilitators Guide.  Be prepared to lead the way in honesty and vulnerability on the application questions! Remember to leave time for the “WHAT NOW” question at the end! 

Announcements:
Praying for City Council Over the past two years, various people (including Margie and Gert Walter and my husband, Jack, and myself) have been coming on Tuesdays to the City Council meetings, in order to offer up prayer for the leaders and people of our community.  We do this at Public Opinion time (2 minutes) rather than part of the actual meeting.  In this way, as the Mayor has pointed out, we are avoiding a possible law suit.
We pray beforehand with Council member Das Williams.  He is encouraging us to continue to come and pray.  He feels prayer has changed the atmosphere in positive ways.  Indeed, we have felt blessed to pray for them & they have been very friendly towards us.
In order to continue, we need others to step forward to help.  At this time, only Jack and I are there.  We will be gone for the month of August.  Would you like to come to help?
Blessings and love,  Ruth Wilson
Angels Foster Care of Santa Barbara provides homes for children aged two and under who are entering foster care for the first time. Children placed through Angels Foster Care are stabilized with a long-term foster family home (that includes a stay-at-home parent) who commit to keeping their foster child until s/he is reunited with a biological family member or adopted (often by their foster family). For more info about serving in this way check out their web site at: www.AngelsSb.com and/or contact Denise or Kirsten.
SMALL GROUP MEETING GUIDE

Goal: To help each other stand firm in our faith against opposition.

I. WELCOME: Share in groups of two or three people


Option 1: Have you ever faced opposition to something that was very important to you?


Option 2: How have you faced opposition as a Christian?

II. WHY? 
We meet together to help each other remain faithful to the message that God has given us to share! 

Read in both versions:  2 Timothy 3:12  (The Message) “Anyone who wants to live all out for Christ is in for a lot of trouble; there's no getting around it…” 
2 Timothy 3:12 (NIV) “In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted…”
III. WORSHIP:  
Pass out paper to each person and have each them write a psalm that expresses the state of their soul today.

IV. WORD:

Read: Acts 14:1-5. Ask: How did people oppose the message of Jesus in Iconium? (note both v. 2 and v. 5)

Read: Acts 14:8-18. Ask: What problem did they face in Lystra?

Read: Acts 14:19-22. Ask: How is Paul’s statement in v. 22 true in our generation? (think locally and globally…don’t minimize the reality of the pressures in our own nation).

Separate Women and Men for ministry to one another
Ask: How have you faced opposition as a result of your 

relationship with Jesus?

Pray: for each other to stand firm in Christ. 2 Cor. 1:21-22 

    “Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.”

V. WHAT NOW? 

Pray for those preparing to go out on a summer mission team and pray for your neighbors, co-workers or family members who do not know Jesus yet!

