Small Group Facilitator’s Guide   May 16, 2010
Prior to this week’s meeting

· PREPARE your heart.  Read through Acts 9:19-31, asking God to speak to your heart from His word and to prepare you to minister to others in your small group this week. 
· PRAY for each person in your small group by name. Ask God to help them to dig into His Word this week and to come prepared to share what the Holy Spirit has spoken to them this week!
· PREVIEW the Facilitators Guide.  Be prepared to lead the way in honesty and vulnerability on the application questions! Remember to leave time for the “WHAT NOW” question at the end! 
Announcements

Help make the June 14 - 18 VBS a success!

· DONATE snack items, loan or donate props, game items 

· HELP with snack preparation, daily registration/check in

· Be a CREW LEADER guiding a group of five children through the morning activities as they hear about and experience God's Mighty Love!    

Contact Carolyn cpatterson@community-covenant.org or call 967-2671 ext. 109
SMALL GROUP MEETING GUIDE

Goal: To identify where we each are at in God’s equipping process and to determine how we can help each other take the next step!

I. WELCOME: Share in groups of no more than 3 
Option 1: What is one quality you expect in a leader?  


Option 2: If you could give president Obama one piece of advice, what would it be?

II. WHY? 
We meet together to encourage each other to LIVE the LIFE God has created us for! 

Read Hebrews 10:24-25 (Taken from The Message)

“Let's see how inventive we can be in encouraging love and helping out, not avoiding worshiping together as some do but spurring each other on, especially as we see the big Day approaching.”

III. WORSHIP:  
Sing and/or share praises to God from your heart!

IV. WORD: 
Read: Acts 9:19-21. Ask: Why might this be called the “Honeymoon stage” of Saul’s ministry?

Read: Acts 9:22; Galatians 1:11-24. Ask: Why do you suppose God needed to take Saul to the desert to prepare him for ministry? Have you ever had a desert experience in your journey with Christ? 
Read: Acts 9:23-31. Ask: What can we learn from the challenges that Saul faced in his ministry?

Separate Women and Men for sharing/prayer 
Ask: How has God used your past to prepare you for your future?
Ask: How can we help each other take the next step in our spiritual journey?

V. WHAT NOW? 

Ask: How can we minister together as a group?

Pray: For each other and encourage each other towards love and good deeds!
