Small Group Facilitator’s Guide   April 25, 2010
Prior to this week’s meeting

· PREPARE your heart.  Read through Acts 8:1-25, asking God to speak to your heart from His word and to prepare you to minister to others in your small group this week. 
· PRAY for each person in your small group by name. Ask God to help them to dig into His Word this week and to come prepared to share what the Holy Spirit has spoken to them this week!
· PREVIEW the Facilitators Guide.  Be prepared to lead the way in honesty and vulnerability on the application questions! Remember to leave time for the “WHAT NOW” question at the end!

Announcements
· Baptism   If anyone in your group is interested in being baptized on May 2nd, contact Bev Matlick at 967-2671 x0 or bmatlick@community-covenant.org 
· Help our Sunday Morning Guests Please help our latecomers be able to find a seat by filling the front sections of seats in the worship center first. Now that seats are becoming harder to find, this is an easy way to help our guests out.
SMALL GROUP MEETING GUIDE
Goal: To help each other do our God given part to change the world!

I. WELCOME: Share in groups of 2-3
Option 1: Share about a way that God transformed suffering in your life onto something good and/or life changing?


Option 2: Share something you are thankful for this week!

II. WHY? 
We meet together to celebrate God’s ability to fulfill His plans! 

Read: Psalm 75:1-10 “We thank you, God, we thank you— your Name is our favorite word; your mighty works are all we talk about. You say, "I'm calling this meeting to order, I'm ready to set things right. When the earth goes topsy-turvy And nobody knows which end is up, I nail it all down, I put everything in place again.  I say to the smart alecks, 'That's enough,' to the bullies, 'Not so fast.' "Don't raise your fist against High God. Don't raise your voice against Rock of Ages. He's the One from east to west; from desert to mountains, he's the One. God rules: he brings this one down to his knees, pulls that one up on her feet. God has a cup in his hand, a bowl of wine, full to the brim. He draws from it and pours; it's drained to the dregs. Earth's wicked ones drink it all, drink it down to the last bitter drop! And I'm telling the story of God Eternal, singing the praises of Jacob's God. The fists of the wicked are bloody stumps, 

The arms of the righteous are lofty green branches. ”
III. WORSHIP:  
Sing or offer praises to God from your heart!

IV. WORD:

Read: Acts 8:1-3. Ask: How did the circumstances surrounding the early church affect its witness? Ask: How has God used your circumstances (good and bad) to direct your life? Ask: Are there any difficult circumstances in your life right now that God might be able to use to accomplish His good for your life? 

Pray for each other about your present difficult circumstances.
Read: Acts 8:4-5. Ask: What would it mean for you to “proclaim Christ” wherever you go?
Read: Isaiah 61:1-3. Ask: How was this prophecy coming true in Acts 8? Ask: How is it being fulfilled in our generation, our personal lives and in our small group?
Separate Women and Men for sharing/prayer
Ask: What is God presently showing you through His Word, His Spirit, other believers and your circumstances?

Ask: What is the NEXT STEP for you in following/obeying God?

V. WHAT NOW? 
Read: Acts 8:6-8. The gospel brought freedom to people’s lives, which in turn brought them “great joy”.

Ask: Who has God place in my life that I can love with His love, “no strings attached” and that I can “proclaim Christ” to?

Pray: for them by name to see the kindness of God in your love!
