Small Group Facilitator’s Guide   July 11, 2010
Prior to this week’s meeting

· PREPARE your heart.  Read through Acts 15 asking God to speak to your heart from His word and to prepare you to minister to others in your small group this week. 

· PRAY for each person in your small group by name. Ask God to help them to dig into His Word this week and to come prepared to share what the Holy Spirit has spoken to them this week!

· PREVIEW the Facilitators Guide.  Be prepared to lead the way in honesty and vulnerability on the application questions! Remember to leave time for the “WHAT NOW” question at the end! 

Announcements:

Please pray for the South Africa Team this week as they travel, settle in and begin the first orphan retreat.

SMALL GROUP MEETING GUIDE

Goal: To keep our message of Christ grace-full and yet radically obedient!
I. WELCOME: Share in groups of two or three


Option 1: When faced with a problem, would you rather figure it out on your own, or have someone else solve it for you?


Option 2: When you are in the midst of a debate or serious discussion, do you concede if you realize you are wrong?

II. WHY? 
We meet together to help each other live out the life that Jesus has called us to! 

Read: Galatians 2:20 (The Message) “Christ's life showed me how, & enabled me to do it. I identified myself completely with him. Indeed, I have been crucified with Christ. My ego is no longer central. It is no longer important that I appear righteous before you or have your good opinion, and I am no longer driven to impress God. Christ lives in me. The life you see me living is not ‘mine,’ but it is lived by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”
III. WORSHIP: 
Sing a few songs interspersed with prayers and praises.

IV. WORD: 
Read: Acts 15:1-6 and Galatians 1:6-10. Ask: Why do you think Paul and Barnabas were so passionate about this issue? 

Read: Acts 15:7-11. Ask: What was Peter’s proof that the gentiles had been accepted just as they are? How does Galatians 3:28-29 back this up?

Ask: Why do you think people feel the need to add works to the grace of God? Why is God’s gift so difficult for us to accept?

Separate Women and Men for Prayer
Ask: What burdens do I place on others that are not from God?

Ask: What barriers do I need God to break down in my heart?

Pray: for each other.

V. WHAT NOW?
Pray for the message of Jesus we present in word and action to be clearly based in the grace-full work of our God! Pray for your friends, neighbors and co-workers who have not yet received the gift of God’s grace!

