Small Group Facilitator’s Guide   May 23, 2010

Prior to this week’s meeting

· PREPARE your heart.  Read through Acts 9:32-10:33, asking God to speak to your heart from His word and to prepare you to minister to others in your small group this week. 

· PRAY for each person in your small group by name. Ask God to help them to dig into His Word this week and to come prepared to share what the Holy Spirit has spoken to them this week!

· PREVIEW the Facilitators Guide.  Be prepared to lead the way in honesty and vulnerability on the application questions! Remember to leave time for the “WHAT NOW” question at the end! 

Announcements

Help make the June 14 - 18 VBS a success!

· DONATE snack items, loan or donate props, game items 

· HELP with snack preparation, daily registration/check in

· Be a CREW LEADER guiding a group of five children through the morning activities as they hear about and experience God's Mighty Love!    

Contact Carolyn cpatterson@community-covenant.org or call 967-2671 ext. 109

SMALL GROUP MEETING GUIDE

Goal: To identify our prejudices, renounce them and by God’s grace begin to build bridges to overcome them!

I. WELCOME: 

Option 1: What is your earliest memory (or an outstanding memory) of seeing or dealing with prejudice or discrimination?


Option 2: What injustice in the world around you makes you “pound your fist” or react in righteous indignation?

II. WHY? 
We meet together to encourage each other to love as Jesus loved! 

Read: John 13:34-35  (Taken from The Message)

"Let me give you a new command: Love one another. In the same way I loved you, you love one another. This is how everyone will recognize that you are my disciples—when they see the love you have for each other."
III. WORSHIP:  
Give thanks and praise to God 
IV. WORD: 
Read: Acts 9:32-43. Ask: Why do you suppose God gave Peter these experiences, prior to confronting his prejudice? How has God worked in your circumstances to prepare you for his leading?
Read: Acts 10:1-8. Ask: What are Cornelius’ positive qualities?

Read: Acts 10:9-23. Ask: How do you think Peter felt when God told him to kill and eat unclean food? (Poss. Skim Deuteronomy 14:3-21 and Leviticus 11).
Ask: What areas of prejudice need to be confronted in our present society in order for the good news of Jesus to be spread?

Ask: How can we help each other dismantle barriers that would keep us from loving those God has placed in our lives?

Separate Women and Men for sharing/prayer 
Ask: What barriers need to be broken down in my life?

Ask: How can this small group help me to build spiritual bridges to others?

Pray: for each other, asking God to tear down the barriers that keep us from sharing our faith and building spiritual bridges into others lives.

V. WHAT NOW? 

Pray: for people in your life that you believe God wants to reach with His love through you.

