Small Group Facilitator’s Guide   June 13, 2010

Prior to this week’s meeting

· PREPARE your heart.  Read through Acts 12:1-24, asking God to speak to your heart from His word and to prepare you to minister to others in your small group this week. 

· PRAY for each person in your small group by name. Ask God to help them to dig into His Word this week and to come prepared to share what the Holy Spirit has spoken to them this week!

· PREVIEW the Facilitators Guide.  Be prepared to lead the way in honesty and vulnerability on the application questions! Remember to leave time for the “WHAT NOW” question at the end! 

Announcements

Help make the June 14 - 18 VBS a success!

· DONATE snack items, loan or donate props, game items 

· HELP with snack preparation, daily registration/check in
· PROVIDE treats for the volunteers
Contact Carolyn cpatterson@community-covenant.org or call 967-2671 ext. 109

SMALL GROUP MEETING GUIDE

Goal: To help each other PRAY fervently, earnestly and strenuously!

I. WELCOME: 



Option 1: Share how God has answered a recent prayer.


Option 2: What comes to mind when you think of “fervent prayer?” 

II. WHY? 
We meet together to help each other live in a manner worthy of Jesus and pleasing to Him! 

Read:  Colossians 1:9-12 “For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.”
III. WORSHIP:  
Share a few praises and words of thanksgiving.
IV. WORD: 
Read: Acts 12:1-5. Ask: Why does crisis or loss move people to prayer? Ask: What do you think the disciples were feeling after James was killed and Peter was imprisoned? What would you have been praying fervently, if you were there?

Read: Acts 12:6-17. Ask: How might this event have affected your faith and your relationship with God and other people?

Ask: What miracles or answers to prayer have you had, experienced or heard of that have caused your faith to grow?

Separate Women and Men for prayer 
Give everyone a sheet of paper and a pencil and have them write the names of each person in the group on the sheet and then:
Ask: What are two prayer requests for yourself that would like to see God answer?

Ask:  What are two requests that you have for others or our community that you would like to see God answer?

Pray: together earnestly, fervently and strenuously for these requests!

V. WHAT NOW? 

Pray, pray, pray, pray, pray, pray, pray through your week. Consider how you can encourage each other to keep praying without ceasing as you go through your days!

