Small Group Facilitator’s Guide   May 2, 2010
Prior to this week’s meeting

· PREPARE your heart.  Read through Acts 8:26-40, asking God to speak to your heart from His word and to prepare you to minister to others in your small group this week. 
· PRAY for each person in your small group by name. Ask God to help them to dig into His Word this week and to come prepared to share what the Holy Spirit has spoken to them this week!
· PREVIEW the Facilitators Guide.  Be prepared to lead the way in honesty and vulnerability on the application questions! Remember to leave time for the “WHAT NOW” question at the end! 
Announcements
Help make the June 14 - 18 VBS a success!

· DONATE snack items, loan or donate props, game items 

· HELP with snack preparation, daily registration/check in

· Be a CREW LEADER guiding a group of five children through the morning activities as they hear about and experience God's Mighty Love!    

Contact Carolyn cpatterson@community-covenant.org or call 967-2671 ext. 109

· Help our Sunday Morning Guests Please help our latecomers be able to find a seat by filling the front sections of seats in the worship center first. Now that seats are becoming harder to find, this is an easy way to help our guests out.
SMALL GROUP MEETING GUIDE

Goal: To help each other listen to God and to follow His lead.
I. WELCOME: Share in groups of 2-3
Option 1:  Which do you prefer for socializing: large groups or a few close friends?


Option 2: Where would you like to go on a short-term mission project and what would you like to do?

II. WHY? 
We meet together help each other hear and follow God!

Psalm 46:10. "Cease striving and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth." 

III. WORSHIP:  
Mention that we are going to be discussing listening to God tonight and that during worship, you are going to allow for a time of quiet before God to listen for how He would like to minister in and through you in the group tonight. Give thanks to God!
IV. WORD:

Have 4 volunteers read Acts 8:26-40, one person reading the narration, another taking the part of the angel of the Lord and the Spirit of God; another taking the role of Philip and another taking the role of the Ethiopian eunuch. 

Ask: How did God guide Philip? (you might also want to refer to 6:1-7 and 8:1-25)

Ask: What are some things God used to guide your life in the past? 

Read: Acts 8:30-35. Ask: What insights do you find here regarding sharing your faith with someone who is spiritually interested?
(if you have extra time) Read: Isaiah 53:1-12 Ask: What would you need to know in order to use this to explain the gospel to someone?
Separate Women and Men for sharing/prayer 
Ask: What would help you to be able to listen to God?

Ask: How can we help you to make following God a priority?

V. WHAT NOW? 

Ask: Who do you know that is spiritually sensitive and seeking?

Pray: for opportunities to interact with them and to follow God’s lead as He opens the door! 

