Small Group Facilitator’s Guide   June 20, 2010

Prior to this week’s meeting

· PREPARE your heart.  Read through Acts 13, asking God to speak to your heart from His word and to prepare you to minister to others in your small group this week. 

· PRAY for each person in your small group by name. Ask God to help them to dig into His Word this week and to come prepared to share what the Holy Spirit has spoken to them this week!

· PREVIEW the Facilitators Guide.  Be prepared to lead the way in honesty and vulnerability on the application questions! Remember to leave time for the “WHAT NOW” question at the end! 

Announcements

Angels Foster Care of Santa Barbara provides homes for children aged two and under who are entering foster care for the first time. Children placed through Angels Foster Care are stabilized with a long-term foster family home (that includes a stay-at-home parent) who commit to keeping their foster child until s/he is reunited with a biological family member or adopted (often by their foster family). For more info about serving in this way check out their web site at: www.AngelsSb.com and/or contact Denise or Kirsten.

SMALL GROUP MEETING GUIDE

Goal: To internalize the truth that the church continues today the missionary journey of the book of Acts.

I. WELCOME: Share in groups of no more than 3 (5 minutes)


Option 1: Have you ever been called by God? Elaborate.

Option 2: Have someone share a short-term missionary experience.

II. WHY? 
We meet together to spur each other on to love and good deeds! 

Read:  Hebrews 10:23-25 “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
III. WORSHIP:  
Sing praises and offer thanksgiving.

IV. WORD: 
Read: Acts 13:1-3. Ask: What are some key activities going on here surrounding the call of Paul and Barnabas?

Read: Acts 13:4-12. Ask: What is the nature of the conflict between Paul and the magician Bar-Jesus?

Read (or skim through unpacking along the way): Acts 13:13-41. Ask: What are the key points of Paul’s sermon?

Read: Acts 13:42-52. Ask: What are the positive and negative responses to the Gospel?
Ask: What parallels can you make between the missionary journey then and now?

Ask: What does it mean to be joyful in your calling?

Separate Women and Men for prayer
Ask: How can I make room in my life to hear God’s call? 

Ask: How can I make room in my life to live God’s call?

Pray: for each other’s calling to be fulfilled in Christ!

V. WHAT NOW? 

Pray about and discuss how we can support each other in our call to serve Christ!
