Small Group Facilitator’s Guide   April 11, 2010
Prior to this week’s meeting

· PREPARE your heart.  Read through Acts 6-7, asking God to speak to your heart from His word and to prepare you to minister to others in your small group this week. 
· PRAY for each person in your small group by name. Ask God to help them to dig into His Word this week and to come prepared to share what the Holy Spirit has spoken to them this week!
· PREVIEW the Facilitators Guide.  Be prepared to lead the way in honesty and vulnerability on the application questions! Remember to leave time for the “WHAT NOW” question at the end!

Announcements (share those applicable to your group)
· Baptism   If anyone in your group is interested in being baptized on April 24th, contact Bev Matlick at bmatlick@community-covenant.org or 967-2671 x0 
· Community Health Empowerment Seminar   On April 24th, from 9am-1pm, we will be holding a vision seminar to introduce principles of holistic community development. Lulama and Muleki from Bridges of Hope South Africa will be joining us to share about their experiences and help lead some of our sessions.  To sign-up, contact Denise (dlindberg@community-covenant.org) or Kirsten (kburdick@community-covenant.org)
· Help our Sunday Morning Guests Please help our latecomers be able to find a seat by filling the front sections of seats in the worship center first. Now that seats are becoming harder to find, this is an easy way to help our guests out.
SMALL GROUP MEETING GUIDE   04/11/2010
Goal: To help each other faithfully live as Jesus lives! 
I. WELCOME: Share in groups of 2-3
Option 1: Would you rather work alone or with someone else? Why or why not? 


Option 2: What ministry do you think God wants you to primarily focus on in 2010?
II. WHY? 
We meet together to help each other live as Jesus lived! Read Matthew 5:38-42 "Here's another old saying that deserves a second look: 'Eye for eye, tooth for tooth.' Is that going to get us anywhere? Here's what I propose: 'Don't hit back at all.' If someone strikes you, stand there and take it. 

If someone drags you into court and sues for the shirt off your back, giftwrap your best coat and make a present of it. 

And if someone takes unfair advantage of you, use the occasion to practice the servant life. No more tit-for-tat stuff. Live generously.” 
III. WORSHIP: 
Ask if anyone has a praise to share from this last week. 
IV. WORD:

Read: Acts 6:1-3. Ask: Why do you think they chose people who were “full of the Spirit and wisdom” for this task?

Read: Acts 6:4. Ask: Why was it important for the disciples to stay focused on “prayer and the ministry of the word”?
Read: Acts 6:5-8. Ask: What words were used to describe Stephen?

Ask: What are two words that describe your spiritual life?
Read: Acts 6:9-15. Ask: How do you suppose Stephen felt about the lies that were being told about him? 

Read: Acts 7:51-53. Ask: Can you imagine speaking this message to the priests who held your fate in their hands?
Read: Acts 7:54-60. Ask: Why do you think Stephen was able to forgive the people who were killing him? Ask: What would it take to cultivate that kind of heart?

Separate Women and Men for sharing/prayer 
Ask: In what way(s) do you sense God is leading you to serve Him in 2010? How can this group support you in your ministry?

V. WHAT NOW? 
Ask: Who do you know that needs the purpose and meaning in their life that Christ offers?

Pray: for them to come to know the blessing of walking with Jesus!
